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The European Union
 1957 (EEC) - Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, The 
Netherlands
 1973 - Denmark, Ireland, United Kingdom
 1981 - Greece
 1986 - Portugal, Spain
 1995 - Austria, Finland, Sweden
 2004 - Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia
 2007 – Romania, Bulgaria
 2013 – Croatia
 ? 2019  - UK Brexit ?
01-04-19
2
The European Union
 28 member states
 508 million people
 24 official languages
 candidate members: Turkey, Serbia, Montenegro, 
Macedonia, Albania
 potential candidate members: Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Kosovo
 crucial influence on environmental policy and law of the 
Member States
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Belgium
 Small Country in Western Europe
 11 million inhabitants
 Capital: Brussels (main EU institutions)
 Member State of the EU
 EU Environmental law very important (80 to 90 
% domestic environmental law international or 
EU driven)
Belgium
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Legal basis for EU environmental 
law
 Objectives
– Art. 2 TEU “The Union […] shall  work for the sustainable 
development of Europe […] aiming at […] a high level of 
protection and improvement of the quality of the 
environment […]” 
 Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU
– Art. 37 Environmental protection
“A high level of environmental protection and the improvement of 
the quality of the environment must be integrated into the 
policies of the Union and ensured in accordance with the 
principle of sustainable development.”
Common EU Environmental Policy
 Articles 191- 193 TFEU
Objectives : - preserving, protecting and 
improving the quality of the 
environment
- protecting human health
- prudent and rational utilisation of 
natural resources
- promoting measures at international 
level and in particular combating 
climate change
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Common EU Environmental Policy
- High level of protection taking into account diversity of
situations in various regions
- Based on - precautionary principle
- prevention principle
- prevention at source
- polluter pays principle
- Take account of 
- available scientific and technical data
Common EU Environmental Policy
- environmental conditions in different 
regions
- potential benefits and costs
- economic and social development
- International co-operation
- Decision-making
- Qualified Majority Council in co-decision with 
European Parliament
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Common EU Environmental Policy
-Exceptions (Unanimity - Consultation of European 
Parliament)
- fiscal measures
- town and country planning, quantitative 
management of water resources, land use 
- choice between energy resources - energy 
supply
Common EU Environmental Policy
- Minimum measures - Introduction of more stringent 
measures
- 2/3 of environmental legislation
 Instruments:
– Regulation
– Directive
– Decision
– Recommendation
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European Court of Justice
European Court of Justice
 Failures of member states to fulfil European obligations
– Violation of Treaty provisions
– Lack of implementation of Directives
– First Condemnation
– Non compliance - Second Condemnation + lump sum or 
penalty payment
 Preliminary rulings on questions raised by national 
judges on the validity and the interpretation of 
European law
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 1960s an 1970s development of patchwork of water-
related legislation in various countries (protection of 
surface waters against pollution, groundwater 
extraction and protection, management of water 
courses..)
 From mid -1970s  EU piecemeal water legislation
 Water Quality Directives
– Dir. 75/440/EEC quality of surface water intended for 
abstraction of drinking water
– Dir. 76/160/EEC  quality of bathing water
– Dir. 78/659/EEC  water quality for supporting fish life
Development of EU Water Law
– Dir. 79/923/EEC quality of shellfish waters
 Dir. 76/564/EEC on pollution caused by certain 
dangerous substances discharged into the aquatic 
environment 
– Daughter Directives ELV and EQS of blacklisted substances 
(mercury, cadmium, HCH, DDT, asbestos…)
 Dir. 80/68/EEC protection of groundwater against 
pollution caused by certain dangerous substances
 Dir. 91/271/EEC concerning urban wastewater 
treatment
Development of EU Water Law
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 Dir. 91/676/EEC concerning the protection of waters 
against pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural 
sources
 Results:
– River water quality improved considerably towards turn of the 
century
– Connection to wastewater treatment systems
 90 % in Northern MS
 50 à 80 %  in Southern MS
 - 60 % in new MS
Development of EU Water Law
- Mid 1995  - European Commission proposes to 
review water policies
- 1997 Proposal for a Water Framework Directive
- Adopted in 2000:
- Dir. 200/60/EC establishing a framework for 
Community action in the field of water policy –
EU Water Framework Directive (WFD)
Development of EU Water Law
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- Framework for the protection of inland surface 
waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and 
groundwater
- Prevent further deterioration, protect and 
enhance the status of aquatic systems + 
related terrestrial ecosystems
EU Water Framework Directive
- Promote sustainable water use based on long-
term protection of available water resources
- Enhanced protection and improvement of the 
aquatic environment – progressive reduction of 
discharges, emissions and losses of priority 
substances and the phasing out of priority 
hazardous substances
EU Water Framework Directive
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- Progressive reduction of pollution of 
groundwater
- Mitigating the effects of floods and droughts
- Sufficient supply of good quality surface water 
and groundwater as needed for sustainable, 
balanced and equitable water use
EU Water Framework Directive
- River Basin Management
- Management by river basin, natural geographical 
and hydrological unit (instead of administrative or 
political boarders) 
- River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) – updated 
every 6 years
- Co-ordination of policies of riparian authorities
- Co-ordination across boarders 
- Core of RBMP: Programs of Measures  (PoMs)
EU Water Framework Directive
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EU Water Framework Directive
 Objectives 
– Surface water “good ecological status” & “good 
chemical status”  (Annex V WFD)
 15 Years after publication of WFD : December 22, 2015
 Under certain conditions an extension of the deadline can  
be obtained – has been used widely
 Reviewing, renewing and complementing standards for 
priority hazardous chemicals every 6 Years
 Designation of specific protection zones
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EU Water Framework Directive
 RBMPs
– Detailed account how the objectives are to be 
reached within the required timescale
– Results of the analysis to be done
 River basin’s characteristics, review of impact of human 
activity on water status, estimation of effect of existing 
legislation, 
 Remaining “gap”, set of measures to fill the gap
– Procedure: draft, public information and 
consultation, final adoption and publication, 
submission to the European Commission
EU Water Framework Directive
 Recovery of Costs for Water Services
– Adequate water pricing acts as an incentive for the 
sustainable use of water resources
– Helps to achieve the environmental objectives of the 
WFD
– Price charged to water consumers should reflect the 
true costs
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EU Water Framework Directive
 Complementary legislation
– Directive 2006/118/EC on groundwater
– Directive 2007/60/EC on flood risks
– Directive 2008/105/EC on environmental quality 
standards
 Transposition
– 22 December 2003
– Delays in different MS
Other EU Water Legislation
 Dir. 91/271/EEC concerning urban wastewater 
treatment
 Dir. 91/676/EEC concerning the protection of 
waters against pollution caused by nitrates 
from agricultural sources
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Implementation
 Belgium: Decree of July 2003 on integrated 
water management (Flemish Region)
 Some additional policy instruments
– Water test or water check – permits and plans with 
potential negative effect on the water system
Results: wastewater treatment
 Urban waste water treatment in all parts of Europe has 
improved over recent decades.
 The proportion of the population connected to waste 
water treatment plants in Northern countries has been 
above 80 % since 1995, with more than 70 % of urban 
waste water receiving tertiary treatment.
 In Central European countries, connection rates have 
increased since 1995 and are now at 97 %, with about 
75 % receiving tertiary treatment.
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Results
 The proportion of the population connected to 
urban waste water treatment in southern, 
south-eastern and eastern Europe is generally 
lower than in other parts of Europe, but has 
increased over the last 10 years with levels 
now at about 70 %.
Wastewater treatment
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Water scarcity conditions
Surface Water Quality
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Surface Water Ecological Status
Surface Water Chemical Status
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Groundwater Chemical Status
Conclusion
 Impressive progress in 1990s (Waste Water 
Directive) and 2000’s (WFD)
 Still a long way to go for good water status
– Agricultural Practices
– Intensive Cattle Faming
– Urban Sprawl and expansion of Build Up 
Environment
 Adaptation to Climate Change
